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Checklist for Georgia’s Legislative Branch

Chapter 15, Section 2 (p. 536 – 542)


SS8CG2:  The student will analyze the role of the legislative branch in Georgia state government.






	SS8CG2a:  Explain the qualifications, term, election, and duties of members of the General Assembly.

	SS8CG2b:  Describe the organization of the General Assembly, with emphasis on leadership and the committee system.

	SS8CG2c.  Evaluate how the legislative branch fulfills its role as the lawmaking body for the state of Georgia.

	·  Based on the Tenth Amendment to the United States Constitution, States have rights not specifically given to the national level of government.
	

	· Georgia has its own state constitution which grants law-making power to the legislative branch.
	

	· Georgia’s legislature is officially known as the Georgia General Assembly.  It was formed in 1777 as a one-house legislature.  Another term for one-house is unicameral.
	

	· In 1789, the General Assembly was reorganized as a bicameral legislature with a senate and a house of representatives.  This is the same year that the United States Constitution was ratified.
	

	· The Georgia house or representatives and the Georgia senate operate similarly.  However, only the house of representatives can write appropriations (spending) bills.  Only the senate can confirm appointments the governor makes to executive offices.  Either house can propose and pass bills, and all bills must be approved by both houses before being sent to the governor.
	

	· There are 180 members of the house of representatives and 56 members of the senate.  According to the maps on pages 536 and 537, our school is located in senate district #51 and house or representatives district #48.  
	

	· Members of the legislature are elected by popular vote to two year terms.  
	

	· There is no limit on the number of terms a representative or senator can serve.
	

	· Each of the representatives and senators is voted upon by the electorate in their given district.  House districts have approximately the same number of people as each other.  Senate districts also have approximately the same number of people as each other.  
	

	· State senators must be at least twenty-five years old, be citizens of the United States, and have been citizens of the state of Georgia for at least two years.  They must have lived in their district for at least one year.
	

	· State representatives must be at least twenty-one years old, be citizens of the United States, and have been citizens of the state of Georgia for at least two years.  They must have lived in their district for at least one year.
	

	· The Georgia General Assembly meets every year for a forty day session.  It begins on the second Monday in January.  The session usually lasts until the middle of March.
	

	· The lieutenant governor is the president of the senate.  The lieutenant governor’s responsibilities include appointing committees and their chairpersons as well as assigning bills to those committees.  The lieutenant governor does not vote in the senate.
	

	· The house of representatives elects one of their members to be the speaker of the house.  The speaker’s responsibilities include appointing committees and their chairpersons as well as assigning bills to those committees.  The speaker gets to vote in the house of representatives.  The speaker of the house also breaks ties that occur in the state senate.
	

	· Both of these presiding officers have powers to determine the order of business, control debate, rule out proposed amendments to bills, enforce rules of procedure, control meeting times and recesses, and order a roll call vote on issues.
	

	· The state house of representatives and state senate are organized into committees.  All bills must be reviewed by a committee before they can be brought before the entire group for a vote.  Committees make it possible for bills to be studied closely.  
	

	· Permanent committees last from one session to the next.  They are called standing committees.  The Ways and Means Committee handles bills involving taxes.  The Appropriations Committee works on the budget.  The Judiciary Committee deals with bills concerning the state’s laws and court system.
	

	· Other committees last only as long as work on a special task is needed.  They are called special or temporary committees.  An interim committee is one that works on assigned issues and concerns between legislative sessions.  A conference committee is made up of three senators and three representatives.  They get together to write a bill when the two houses have passed different versions of the bill.  A joint committee includes members of both houses.  It works on an assigned topic or issue.  
	

	· Committee chairpersons decide when their committees will meet, the order in which assigned bills will be discussed and when they will be voted on.
	

	· The General Assembly can pass laws on any matter not denied by the United States Constitution.  It can amend state laws or do away with them.  They can pass legislation on a variety of topics including public regulations.
	

	· Citizens can suggest ideas for laws to the General Assembly.  Any senator or representative can propose a bill.  All bills which affect how the state raises or spends money must start in the house of representatives.  Bills about anything else can begin in either house.
	

	· The same version of the bill must be passed by both the house and the senate.  If the two houses cannot agree on identical versions, a conference committee meets to work out a compromise bill.
	

	· Every ten years, the legislature redraws the maps which divide Georgia into voting districts.  This occurs after the U.S. census and is consistent with the most recent population figures.  
	


Individuals and governmental agencies have responsibilities to each other that help build a strong democratic society.  

How does the Georgia Constitution provide the framework for the rights and responsibilities of citizens and government?

How does the structure of Georgia’s government ensure that its citizens are fairly represented?

How do political parties serve the purposes of voters with different opinions?


